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Welcome to our Community

Activities for Children

SPYK (St Paul’s Sunday School) weekly except 1st
Sundays. To start again mid-January.

8th January 2023
9.30am St Mary’s All Age Worship

“Champions” Tues St Paul’s, term-time:
Christian After-Schools Club 3.30-5 – for primary
school age children. Click here to sign up or via
the Parish Office.

11.00am“Sunday Live”- St Paul’s live

Teddy Bear Club – for pre-school children plus
parent or carer: 9.30am - 11.30 am Thursdays St
Paul’s Hall. Term time.

streamed on YouTube. Join us on YouTube by
clicking here.

Maybury Drop-In, St. Paul’s Hall

11.00am St Paul’s Holy Communion

11am – 4pm Tuesdays & 11am - 3pm Fridays
St Paul’s: Masks are optional except they are
required on the chairs at the back.

Daily Prayer
Parish Prayers on https://www.zoom.us/:
Tues & Wed 9am: ID: 923 581 113 pw
073720 Heart 4 Harlow Prayers Thursday
at 8am Meeting ID: 8836164 3366 pw
073720

Foodbank @ St Paul’s
10.00am-1pm Monday – Fridays

Bounty Club @ St Paul’s
1pm-3pm Monday – Fridays for low-cost food.
Pay £2.50 for a “Bounty Club bag” full of fresh
food worth £15–£20. Details here:
www.bountyclub.org , from the posters in church
or from the parish office.

A Message from Martin
Dear friends
Mary, Joseph and Jesus were a
very ordinary family. They would
not have “stood out” if you met
them on the High Street in
Nazareth,.
As best we can tell Jesus was not born in a stable.
Rather, it may have been the home of a relative of
Joseph.
"Most families would live in a single-room house,
with a lower compartment for animals to be
brought in at night, and either a room at the back
for visitors, or space on the roof. The family living
area would usually have hollows in the ground,
filled with hay, in the living area, where the animals
would feed.” (Kenneth Bailey)
Once we know this we get closer to the heart of
the Christmas message. This is the great truth that
God delights to become “One of Us”. God wanted
to share our ordinary humanity. For God made us
and we are each incredibly special to God.
Whoever you are, whatever you are doing, God is
with you. God is with you in the very ordinary
things of life.
God loves to work in and with ordinary things:
loaves, fishes, bread, wine. And God loves to work
in and through people like us.
May God open our eyes to discover, or rediscover
Jesus as Emmanuel, "God with Us”.
You don’s have to become special - you are special.
Christmas has already made you special.
Love, Martin

Our Text for 2023
As good stewards of the varied gifts given you by
God, let each use the gift he has received
in service to others.
1 Peter 4:10

Praying for Others
WhatsApp Prayer Group – to join contact Wendy
Coxhill on H 445616 . Our monthly prayer diary is at
the back of the church and available via email please contact the parish office.
We have a telephone-linked Prayer Flare for
urgent prayer. Contact Pat Balkwill c/o the
Parish Office.

The people of Ukraine and Russia
Those in special need: Glyn Henderson,
Wendy Coxhill, Trevor Jones, Joe Coxhill, for
Martin Joss ' recovery; Sophie and Hudson;
Those bereaved including the friends and
family or Pauline Dukes; and of Peter
Barwick
The ministry of Streets2Homes, helping
provide accommodation and support for
those without homes.
For Hope4Harlow providing friendship, a
meal and warmth on Tuesdays, Thursdays
(Helping Hands) and Fridays locally (to get
involved, pleased speak to Martin)
For all those vulnerably housed: for
Streets2Homes
Those in residential care: Jill and Phil Wakefield,

Questions From the sermon
How might the Wise Men have responded when
they saw Jesus (leaving aside the gifts they gave)?
When is it right to listen to a dream?
What was Herod dreaming about?
When is it wrong to listen to a dream?
What were Mary and Joseph dreaming about?
What are your dreams?

For nurses, doctors, staff and volunteers in
the NHS
Please pray: For our “Let There Be Light” initiative

The special prayer of the week:

- transport to the GP etc if needed

Eternal Father,
who at the baptism of Jesus
revealed him to be your Son,
anointing him with the Holy Spirit:
grant to us, who are born again by water
and the Spirit,
that we may be faithful to our calling as
your adopted children;
through Jesus Christ our Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen

- having something to do each day. There is no
schooling for the children.

Let There be Light – almost ¾ of the way!

- Provide occasional or regular hospitality

New Wiring, New Lighting, New Audio-Visuals

- Take a family to an event or activity in Harlow (eg
visit the library, or the Gibber Gallery) etc

The receipt books, to use with friends, wider
family and colleagues, to enable them to get
involved, are now available in church. Please speak
to Austin or Martin.
Angeline is running a tombola. Do please
contact her to donate.
Prayer Bookmarks are available from
Michael Ryman.

- at most they receive £8 / week and some are not
receiving even this
- general friendship and conversation
What small thing could you offer?
Some ideas:
- Join or begin a WhatsApp group so as to offer
lifts when you are passing by the hotel, or meet
other needs

- From time to time provide a light lunch after a
morning service in church including some tasty
food (- for those from Sri Lanka, no pork, beef or
lamb please.)
- etc
Thanks so much for considering. This is a great
opportunity to make new friends in Christ. Martin

Refreshments

An Opportunity for Children’s Ministry

On Sunday 15th January at 11am we will be
rejoicing with Daniel and Sambhavi as they bring
Abigail to baptism. You are warmly invited to stay
on afterwards for some snacks as we continue to
welcome Abigail into our church family.

Teddy Bear Club provides a warm welcome for
pre-school children together with a parent or other
carer. It meets 9.30-11.30 on Thursdays term-time
and has been re-established in the past year.

Support for Refugees
Thank you to all helping welcome our sisters and
brothers in Christ who are seeking asylum at
church. It would be great if as many as possible
can be involved in welcoming. If a good number
can each contribute in some small way, it will
make an enormous and much valued difference.
Particular needs are:
- they are being housed in the countryside - access
to the town (Harlow or Epping) is difficult
- food provided is not enjoyable for those from
South Asia or Iran
- we have been providing clothing but other needs
arise
- mobile phones for communications

As well as a welcome and activities for children,
there is Christian input each week.
Is God calling you to get involved? Opportunities
include:
Providing a warm welcome
during all or part of each
session;
Helping set up for half an hour
beforehand;
Helping tidy up afterwards.
If interested, please speak to
Pat Balkwill or Martin to find out more. This is
subject to our Safer Recruitment policy; a DBS is
required (we will arrange this at no cost to you).

Christian Study Courses for Lent 2023
These are being offered across the Diocese leading
up to Good Friday. Courses are open to all. They
are offered as a mixture of face to face, Zoom and
online modules. There is a minimum cost of £15
for 2 sessions up to £25 for 5 session courses. If the
cost is a problem, please speak confidentially to
Martin or Jokey.
Information can be found on the Lent Modules
page of the website - please click here.
We can print the booking forms for you if needs be.
Booking forms should be returned to Diane Hardy
via email to dhardy@chelmsford.anglican.org .
There may be some at the back of the church.
Places on some modules are limited so early
booking is recommended to avoid disappointment
and payments to be made electronically wherever
possible, details on the booking form.

CHURCH OFFERINGS
To give by text, simply text "GIVECHURCH 5" to
70470 to donate £5. (Texts cost £5 plus
one.standard rate message. Or you can give
any whole amount between £1 and £20).

For online banking:
Sort code: 60-10-05 Account: 60517018
Account Name: PCC St Pauls & St Marys
Harlow Reference: OFFERING

A Message from Jokey
Dear friends
As many know I have had a Ukrainian mum and
daughter (Myra and Masha) staying with me since
September. Recently Myra’s parents who live in
Western Ukraine lost heat and light due to the
relentless drone and bomb attacks.
There is a local man in Sawbridgeworth with
Ukrainian connections who has been organising
the purchase and transport of generators from
Travis Perkins to people in Ukraine so that they can
at least get some light and warmth in these dark
bitter winter days and nights.

I pledged to underwrite the purchase of one of
them to go to Vladimir and Nadia, Myra’s parents.
If you would like to contribute something towards
this generator I would be most grateful.
The total cost including transport of the generator
is £1212.
Huge thanks to those who have already
contributed. Payments may be made in cash or if
you have PayPal to @communityfund111 or you
can request my account details to pay by BACS.
Blessings Jokey x

